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SUBJECT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS - VENEZUELA’S SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS PLANS 

REF: A) STATE 054332 B) BRASILIA 0545 C) 77- CARACAS 12289 
D) 77-BOGOTA 10204 

1 . POST HAS RECEIVED SEVERL INQUIRIES FROM US MANUFACTURERS OF 
SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT REGARDING RUMORED VENEZULAN 
AND REGIONAL PLANS FOR INCREASING TELECOMMUNICATIONS CAPACITY 
VIA VARIOUS SATELLITE SYSTEMS. THE STATE TELEGRAM IN 

REFERENCE REQUESTED ANY NEW INFORMATION. 

2. CANTV, THE GOV-OWNED TELEPHONE COMPANY, PRESENTLY 
OPERATES ONE INTELSAT SATELLITE RECEIVING STATION WICH IS BEGINNING 

TO BE SATURATED. THE EXISTING CABLE FACILITIES TO EUROPE 
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AND TO THE US VIA ST. THOMAS ALSO SHOW PEAK LOAD 
SATURATION. CANTV IS THEREFORE STUDYING THE NECESSITY 
OF INSTALLATING A SECOND GROUND STATION TO MAKE USE OF 
THE UPCOMING SATELLITE CAPACITY. CANTV ESTIMATES AN 
ANNUAL GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC OF 17.9 PERCENT. 

SPURRED BY INTERNATIONAL DIRECT DIALING NOW BEING 
INSTALLED. SUCH DIALING IS NOW POSSIBLE TO ITALY, 
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SPAIN, AND THE US WITH OTHER COUNTRIES BEING ADDED IN 
RAPID SEQUENCE. 

3. WHILE A DOMESTIC VENEZUELAN SATELLITE HAS BEEN MENTIONED 
AS A POSSIBILITY, PRIMARILY FOR THE TANSMITTAL OF 
EDUCATIONAL TV, THIS PROJECT DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE GIVEN 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. TV STATIONS ARE EXTENDING THEIR 
COUNTRY COVERAGE THROUGH REPEATER STATIONS. SUCH SYSTEMS 
AS THE CONTROL DATA CORPORATION PROJECT PLATO FOR EDUCATION 
AND A LOCKHEED SYSTEM FOR MEDICAL CARE SEEM TO HAVE BEEN 
PLACED IN ABEYANCE. 

3. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY MENTIONED LATELY IS A JOINT PLAN 
FOR A BRZILIAN DOMESTIC SATELLITE WITH VENEZUELA TO USE 
PART OF ITS CAPACITY AND/OR BEING A PARTIAL CO-INVESTOR. UPON 
CLOSER STUDY THIS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MORE OF A POLITICAL 
GESTURE BY VENEZUELA THAN A TECHNICAL SOLUTION BEING GIVEN 
REAL CONSIDEATION. AT LEAST, THIS IS THE REACTION WE HAVE 
OBTAINED FROM OUR NORMAL SOURCES IN THE GOV TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SECTOR. 

4. STILL ANOTHER PROJECT, POSSIBLY WITH MORE CHANCE OF SUCCESS, 

IS THE ANDEAN REGIONAL SATELLITE OR "PROJECT CONDOR". 

COLOMBIA APPEARS TO BE THE DRIVING FORCE IN THIS VENTURE. 

A PRE-FEASBIILITY STUDY REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN PREPARED AND IS 
UNDER STUDY. VENEZUELA SEEMS TO BE LUKEWARM ON THIS PORJECT 
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SINCE IT DOES NOT SEE SUFFICIENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS TRAFFIC 
BETWEEN THE ANDEAN REGION PARTNERS TO WARRANT SUCH A VENTURE. 
HOWEVER, BEING A MEMBER OF ANCOM HAND HAVING STATED AS POLICY 
ITS SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION, VENEZUELA MIGHT 
AGREE TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT IF POLITICAL PRESSURE FROM 
OTHER MEMBER STATES BECOME TOO STRONG. 

5. IT THUS APPEARS THAT THE ONLY SATELLITE RELATED PROJECT 
WITH STRONG POSSIBILITY OF RELIZATION WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE 
WILL BE A SECOD INTELSAT RECEVING ANTENNA. 

6. MEPD REQUEST PASS ABOVE INFO TO: PETER WHITEMAN, 

MARKETING SUPPORT, HARRIS SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION, 
TELEX 567488 HSCO MELBOURNE, FLORIDA. 

VAKY 
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